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April 4, 2012

The Honorable Hilda L. Solis
Secretary

U.S. Department of Labor
200 Constitution Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20210

Dear Secretary Solis:

It has recently been brought to my attention that a poster printed at taxpayer expense and titled
“We All March in Our Own Way™ has been posted throughout your Department’s headquarters.
That is why 1 write to you today to learn more about this signage and the scope of its use.

The poster in question depicts you locked arms with the Rev. Al Sharpton and includes another
photo of you using a bullhorn at a recent rally held last month. The text ot the sign states the
following and is concluded with your signature:

“We all march in our own way. Whether we take to the streets or simply do our
work with integrity and commitment here at the U.S. Department of Labor. ..
we are all marching toward the same goals: safer workplaces, fair pay, dignity
on the job, secure retirement, and opportunities to make a better life. 1 believe in
the power of collective action. We all play a role. We all March.”

Some employees that have remained anonymous have described these posters as “propaganda”
and [ agree. This sign is both contrary to the role of your Department and 1s a misuse of taxpayer
tunds. Your job is not to inject yourself into politics — especially not by promoting your own
political stance through a poster paid for by the taxpayer. Your sworn responsibility is to serve
the American people and 1 ask vou to stop the procurement of these signs.

I ask you to respond to the scope in which this poster was circulated. including the costs it took
to produce such a product. 1 also will ask you to address whether further posters like this have
been produced already and your policy on using taxpayer money to make a political point.

Sincerely,

JOE WALSH
Member of Congress




